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Qseieﬁtmn Practices Are Upheld by
Supreme Court

EXCERPT:

l
i

! BORDER SEARCHES
With Stevens and Justice Harry A.
Blackmun dissenting, the court de-
clined a plea by-the Church of Scien~
tology of California to review a deci-
sion in which the 9th U.S. Circuit
Coutt of Appeals upheld a search by
Customs agents of materials slnpped
by the church’s affiliate in Britain.. =%
" Last night, a church spokesman sa1d
that under the decision, /“anything ar-.
riving in- the United States by air
freight can now: be . opened - “and |
:searched, and documents’ and papers
iread in their -entirety by  Customs |
‘agents without a search warrant. Hven
though no law is violated, Custoims.
‘can xead and detam any mall they
wish.”
- An agent made the search of the
‘ehurch’s materials under alaw allow
- ing Customs to bar 1mportatwn of
matter ~ “advoeating” ~ or urging
treason. ... The materials were de-
‘tained for three days in July 1976 af-
‘ter the- agent, scanning the materials,
saw words such as “CIA™ “Interpol,”
“decoding machine” and: “sabotage.”
The documents then wera released.

On the day of release, the church
filed a suit chardmg that the law is
unconstxtutxonal

- The 9th Circuit rulmg apphes only
in Arizona, - California, Idaho, Mon-
tana;,” Nevada, Oregon, Washmgton
‘state, Alaska, Hawaii and Guam, ' ¥

The Supreme’ Court pre\nously has
upheld border  searches, of mau sus-
‘pected to contain narcotlcs, Tk
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